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Regarding Your 2009 Photo of Abandoned Village Near Lizereg, El Oued, Algeria
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Aribowo Sasmito <aribowo.sasmito@mafindo.or.id> Thu, Apr 22, 2021 at 10:42 AM
To: george@georgesteinmetz.com
Cc: "aribowosasmito@gmail com" <aribowosasmito@gmail.com>

Hi George,

I am Ari, Co-Founder and fact-check specialist of MAFINDO, a certified fact-checking organization by IFCN (International
Fact-Checking Network).

Recently we receive report about this tweet,
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and after doing some research | found out that the tweet doesn't match with the original description of the photo. | also
found several sources a few years back who also shared with similar claims.
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Lizereg, El Qued, Algeria

Abandoned village near Lizereg, NE of El Qued,
which shows the now disused practice of
building homes with a series of domes and walls
made with sand roses, or salt encursted sand
crystals that are mortared logether. This style of
building has disappeared over the past 25 years
as the region adopted concrete and rebar as
building materials, but nearby El Qued is still
known by the name is was given over a hundred
'years ago by traveler Isabelle Eberhardt who
called it the city of a thousand domes
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led me to you, but unfortunately it's not sufficiently authoritative since the account is not verified.

Therefore, as the photographer, | need your help to confirm the original context of the photo. Hopefully your clarification
can refute and end the repetitive false claims (by several sources that I've mentioned above), since | can't find any fact-
check articles on the photo.

Thank you, appreciate your assistance.

Thank you,

Aribowo Sasmito
Co-Founder & Fact-Check Specialist | MAFINDO https://turnbackhoax.id, https://mafindo.or.id |
aribowo.sasmito@mafindo.or.id, aribowosasmito@gmail.com, +62- I
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